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Ephesians 3:1-13 – God’s Marvelous Plan for the Gentiles
Although Paul was a prisoner of the Romans for a total of about four years, he didn’t say he was a prisoner of the Romans. He said he was a prisoner of Jesus Christ. He recognizes that Jesus is sovereign. Jesus is in control. When everyone told Paul not to go back to Jerusalem because they feared his safety he did anyway, knowing he would wind up a prisoner. Paul had graciously been given a special revelation from God. He felt compelled to communicate these “mysteries” to all who would listen.  Although “mysteries” to some in the religious community, the gospel (message) that he was preaching did not come from himself but from God, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

READ  Ephesians 3:1-6   

What is this “mystery” that Paul is talking about?  Why is it considered a mystery to some?

READ  Ephesians 3:7-13   

What part of this passage is God highlighting to you?  What is He saying?
________________________________________________________________________

Ephesians 3:14-20 – Strengthened in the Inner Man

The Greek word for “inner” (as in “inner man”) means heart or soul which refers to our mind, will and emotions. We know that our outer man becomes weaker with age, but Paul says that the mind, will and emotions can become stronger with His Spirit.  If we replace toxic thoughts and emotions in our soul with the Holy Spirit’s influence and live according to Christ’s governance, Paul says we’ll have a greater capacity to receive His love. God’s desire for us is that we be filled with the love of Christ.

READ  Ephesians 3:14-20

What are some of the ways the Holy Spirit can strengthen our mind, will and emotions? (vs. 16)

Why is Paul praying that Christ would “dwell” in their hearts through faith? (vs.17) 

If we really believed the words of v. 20, how would that kind of faith impact our prayer and worship?
__________________________________________________________________________
"Nothing cements the hearts of Christians more than praying together. Never do they love one another so well as when witnessing the outpouring of each other's hearts in prayer." Charles Finney
CHALLENGE – Are you currently praying for fellow believers? If so, how do you keep track of what you pray for and how God responds to your prayers? If not, list five names of believers in your life, and pray for each of them each day this week.
PRAYER – Pray together as a group to close.  Instead of taking individual prayer requests, spend some time in worship and “after glow” (similar to Wednesday evening format).  Encourage each other through the Holy Spirit with words of edification and exhortation and allow the Lord to use you to minister to those within your Koinonia community.
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